[Esophageal manometry. Normalcy and pathology].
Esophageal manometry is an established method of investigation in patients with suspected motor abnormalities. However, some degree of standardization of technique and method of analysis are still needed among different Laboratories. It is actually the gold standard for assessing the esophageal motor function but a correlation with other esophageal tests (i.e. radiology, endoscopy, pH-metry, scintigraphy) is usually required to reach a clinical diagnosis. Because of the large interindividual variability of manometric findings it is suggested that each laboratory could obtain its "own normal population". Recent evidences support that values outside the normal range may not always be associated with a functional abnormality. New physiopathological insights and widely accepted scheme of classification of manometric data are needed to improve its diagnostic usefulness.